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to hold itself bound in some measure by the Treaty;
and it is only necessary to review certain possibilities.
A policy of Protection for the Free State, if it proved
profitable, might tempt Ulster to share its advantages.
Yet, the economic conditions of the Six Counties
resemble those of Great Britain more than those of
the Twenty-six Counties, and they are hardly likely to
go into a system not designed to meet their own case.

On the other hand, it is now plain that the Labour
party will be always either in power or likely to be in
power, and that a great part of Britain has accepted a
collectivist policy, which may or may not be called
Socialism. Ireland of the Twenty-six Counties, resting
on a community of peasant proprietors, is the least
favourable ground for socialist propaganda; and the
Six Counties, though more industrialised, and there-
fore nearer to the collectivist organisation, do also
rest on a peasant proprietary. They are in this
respect more like Northern France than like England,
It is conceivable that the elements in Ulster which fear
and dislike Socialism may be driven back into making
common cause with the rest of Ireland; and these
elements are precisely those which at present most
actively resist any movement towards the unity of
Ireland, On the other hand, Labour in the South is
weak, as an element in the State, and would work
hard to bring in the North to strengthen its ranks ;
and Northern Labour has a more open mind than
Northern Capitalism*

However one may estimate the chances, it has to
be admitted that the whole position of Ireland is
transitional and is complicated by the boundary
question. If the Free State Government could induce
Ulster to come in, progress would be assured; but
this is too much to hope at present. If it could force
upon Ulster a settlement of the boundary question
which materially reduced the Six-County area, the
triumph would strengthen the Government's position :
but this is not a result to count upon. If it fails to